Welcome to Sukagawa, the airport city where both people, region and nature.

Welcome to Sukagawa, the airport city where both people and nature shine. Situated
approximately 200 kilometres north of Tokyo in Fukushima Prefecture, Sukagawa is a city
resplendent with natural beauty. Sukagawa has a rich history and culture which is reflected in its
many festivals and events. The most famous of which is the ¢Taimatsu Akashi Festivalé & one of
the three largest fire festivals in Japan. The Sukagawa Peony Garden is another well known
attraction that is illustrative of the cityis natural beauty.

In March 1993, the Fukushima Airport was opened in the south east of Sukagawa. Whereupon
domestic flights to cities such as Sapporo and Osaka began operating. Furthermore, in June 1999,
international flights to Shanghai and Seoul began operating d thus enabling greater cultural and
economic exchange.

In August 1993, Sukagawa became a sister city with Luoyang, China. The two cities are both
famed for the peony flower and have built a friendship of cultural exchange.
The people of Sukagawa City would like to extend a warm welcome to you and we look forward

to future interactions and cultural exchanges.
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The Cherry Blossom Festival(from the middle to the end of April)

Both sides of the Shakado River are lined with cherry blossom trees for a distance

of approximately 2 kilometers. At night the cherry blossoms are reflected

beautifully on the surface of river. This is one of the best scenes of Sukagawa.
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Sukagawa International Short Film Festival(mid-May)

This annual festival is held at the Sukagawa City Culture Centre for a period of 2 days in mid-May.
Every year twenty of the best short films are selected from around the world and are presented to

public.
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Sukagawa Peony Garden(Botan-en Early to mid-May)

At the Sukagawa Botan-en there are 290 different varieties of the peony. These make up the total
7000 Plants in this 10 hectare garden. It is the largest peony garden in the world and was

nominated as a place of scenic beauty by the Ministry of Education in 1932.
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Cucumber  and Heavenis King Festival(Kyuri
Tennno-sai,July14th)

This festival has a unique custom where people offer two
cucumbers to God and take another to their own home. It
is believed that if the cucumber received at the festival is

eaten people will not become sick.
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The Three Lion Dance (last Saturday and Sunday in July)

An invaluable cultural asset with a history of over 400 years, the Three Lion Dance, is a festival
aimed at achieving an abundant rice harvest and local security for the year. Both today and during
the festivals origins it has been characterised by brilliant dancing figures drifting through the

parade with elegance and simplicity.
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The Bon Festival Dance(August 15th)
Many people take part in this dance wearing the traditional Japanese yukata. The festival is

livened up by people playing the drums and flutes



Shakado River National Fire Works Festival(the Saturday
following Obon)
This is a large display of fireworks and every year more than two

hundred thousand people attend.
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Citizen Festival

The main Sukagawa shrine is jinsuikan shrine. For two days in
September each year the people from many local shrines come to the main

shrine and set out in festival mode.
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Naganuma Festival (the second Saturday in September)
Magnificent bright paper lanterns are created all over Naganuma and are brought together for

this festival. The intensity and beauty of this spectacular festival are not to be missed.







